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A L L T H E L ATE ST N E WS F R OM BAR T O N MA RINA

A GLIMPSE INTO THE FUTURE
Most visitors to Barton Marina, one
of Staffordshire’s leading tourist
destinations, arrive by road; however,
the heart of this bustling scene that
grabs so much attention, if not envy,
is the thriving community of boaters.
Many narrowboats are used as
permanent homes; some never
leave the marina at all, while others
enjoy summer breaks exploring the
nationwide canal network. With
building land becoming ever scarcer,
houseboats fitted out to the buyer’s
specification – from basic to luxurious – are suddenly
in demand: and where better than Barton Marina.

With everyday needs on the doorstep, seekers of life
far from the madding crowd know where to come!

CHRISTMAS – Coming or Going?
For the second year running, Tiller Talk goes to
press in the dark about whether Covid-19 will
be forcibly switching the traditional Christmas
Lights off rather than on.
Once again optimism is our keynote, and it’s
great to report that Barton Marina’s shops and
restaurants are well-stocked with goodies and
promotions to suit every pocket and taste. The

popular monthly artisan markets end the year on
a high with a weekend Christmas Market on the
4th & 5th December. With forty stalls showcasing
clothing and arts and crafts, together with a wide
range of specialist foodstuffs, the task of finding
that elusive gift should be made easier. Next door
to the market, the Marina café will be serving
mulled wine, hot beverages and tasty eats to fill
visitors with the Christmas spirit.
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Stone the Crows!
Over four hundred scooter enthusiasts converged on Barton Marina
for their end of season get together.

Tony Tooth from Barton Scooter Club, also known as Murder of Crows,
joined forces with The Lounge Lizards from North Birmingham to
host the event. ‘There are over thirty clubs within a sixty-mile radius,’
Tony said over a pint at The Waterfront, ‘and our local marina has
everything we need from easy accessibility to fantastic eating places.’

SHAKEN NOT STIRRED!
Government grant and James Bond to the
rescue of Red Carpet Cinema
After months with blank screens, the Red Carpet is once again
playing to full houses after the latest Bond movie, No Time to
Die, was finally released.
Owner Kate Silverwood put Tiller Talk in the picture. ‘We are
fortunate enough to be one of three independent cinemas
in Staffordshire to obtain a cash boost from the Culture
Recovery Fund. We held a special Bond Night to celebrate the
reopening, with vodka Martinis on arrival and a three-course
dinner before the show.
Local “Bond” girl, Hellie England, and partner Wayne Cooper,
enjoy the opening night. ‘Throughout the meal,’ Hellie
enthused, ‘a gorgeous girl with an amazing voice took us on a
nostalgic journey of Bond theme tunes. Everything was pitched
just right’.

MANHUNT!
Barton Marina’s Marketing Manager, Caroline Kerr, and her
friend and neighbour, Chrissie, have been competing in
Channel 4’s new six-part show Murder Island.
‘My daughter, Katie, is an actress with several West End shows
to her credit, so when Chrissie and I were chosen from fifteen
thousand applicants, it was an unexpected chance for me to
get a share of the limelight!’
One of four teams tasked with solving an Ian Rankin whodunit,
the Lichfield-based pair spent two weeks filming on the Isle
of Gigha, the most southern and beautiful of the Hebridean
Islands.
‘The plot was a typical Rankin mystery, full of twists and turns,’
reports Caroline. ‘We didn’t win the £50,000 prize. In fact,
the only things I came back with were a Murder Island mug
that I pinched and chronic sciatica! It was a great experience,
however, and it was fascinating to see how long it takes to put
a TV programme together.’
Will it be Love Island next for the intrepid duo?

Psst… ARTISTS!

One of Barton Marina’s best-kept
secrets is its thriving cottage industry.
Long-term residents and siblings Gary
and Joan Kerkhoff, have recently formed
Hermit Fine Art to produce birthday and
celebration cards.
Both started painting when they were 4
years old, and believe that their talent is
inherited from their grandfather, an artist
who specialised in oils.

Gary sculpted models for Lilliput,
manufacturers of die cast lead miniatures,
until production moved to China. ‘Joan
and I love living so close to nature,’ he
said, ‘and since we moved to the marina
we’ve had a constant flow of inspiration
from the wild life who share this lovely
spot. We hope this reflects in our cards.’
The Kerkhoffs’ unique cards are on sale in
the marina office and on Amazon
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CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME
Waterfront General Manager, Clare
Wyss, has been swopping peddling
cocktails for pedalling three hundred
miles on her mountain bike – and all
without leaving home!
Using a Smart trainer and a Zwift App,
Clare realised over £1,000 for Cancer
Research whilst enjoying the sights of
cities like London, Paris & Rome from the
security of her garage.
‘I’m so thrilled by the support I received
from colleagues and customers in raising
three times more than I set out to do,’ a
delighted Clare reported to Tiller Talk.
‘I chose this particular charity because
members of my family have beaten
cancer, and I know of others who are
currently fighting.’
After studying Sports Development &
Coaching at Lincoln University, like many
others Clare entered the hospitality
industry because she couldn’t find a
“proper job.”
‘I joined the Waterfront in 2009 waiting
on tables, and as positions above
became available I’ve been asked to fill
the gaps. There’s nothing I haven’t done
in emergencies, even pot washing, and
it’s still the same now. The show has to
go on, and if I don’t muck in how can I
expect the rest of the staff to?’
One of Clare’s first jobs after her
appointment as General Manager earlier
this year was to be heavily involved in
planning The Waterfront’s extensive
refurbishment during lockdown. ‘Knowing

that we had a five month window to
carry out the work made it a no-brainer.
With the sanitary ware for the toilets
coming from Germany we feared delivery
issues, but washbasins arrived five days
after manufacture. A first-rate team of
craftsmen in Rochdale was entrusted
to make a bespoke set of upholstered
dining chairs, poseur tables and leather
stools, and to restore the existing
furniture. All new lighting too was
handmade in Britain.’
Asked about the well-documented
industry staff shortages, Clare was
typically bullish. ‘We’ve been weaker
in numbers than we’d have liked, but
everyone has been in the same boat. It’s
been tough, particularly when the sun
shone; and I can’t thank the staff enough
for putting in extra hours and working
through scheduled breaks. Recently
we’ve recruited some experienced
personnel, and we’re looking forward
to the run-up to our busy Christmas
programme.
‘However carefully you plan, and however
good your team is, hospitality always
finds a way to bite you on the backside.
All pubs and restaurants make mistakes,
but I wish that some customers would
accept that it’s often nobody’s fault and
not to take it out on the staff.’

Cabin Fever!
The Waterfront’s investment in five
thatched huts in the garden has set
customers’ pulses racing.

With heating and coloured lighting,
the stylish cabins have been in regular
demand since the pub reopened
in July. Seating from six to eight
people, including children, booking
is required, but staff will always try to
accommodate those who haven’t.
‘This was my first time here since the
addition of the breeze huts,’ said
birthday girl Rashelle. ’Antoine, our
waiter, was very attentive and efficient,
and his recommendations, like the
liver pâté, were spot on. I had the
Wagyu steak burger done to my liking.
The hut was easy to book online, and
we all had an amazing evening.’

The online giving page is still open if
anyone would like to make contributions
to what is a highly deserving cause.
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/
page/clares-cycle-300-giving-page-5

Gayle seen celebrating her 70th Birthday
with friends and the family dog

WATERFRONT CHRISTMAS
Opening Hours
CHRISTMAS EVE: Open till 11.00pm
Food served 9.30am– 9.00pm
CHRISTMAS DAY: Closed
BOXING DAY: Open till 10.00pm
Food served 9.30am-6.00pm
NEW YEAR’S EVE: Open from 9.30am
until late

Special Five-course Dinner
Champagne Reception 8.30pm for 9.00pm
Music by Jemma Johnson
Pre-booking essential
NEW YEAR’S DAY: Open till 10.00pm
Food served 9.30am – 6.00pm
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Shops & Restaurants

A model shows off a waxed jacket
from the John Partridge Autumn
collection on the promenade
outside the company’s shop at
Barton Marina.

HOT CHOCOLATE – YOU SEXY THING!
Open every day from 9.00am for
breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea,
the refurbished lounge at The Apple
Tree can be booked for private
functions, including a few dates before
Christmas.
Every Friday and Saturday evening,
the coffee shop serves cocktails, gins,
wines, beers and ciders until late.

A CORKING IDEA!

The Waterfront
An independent Pub and
Restaurant

The Marina Café
A hidden gem for breakfast,
lunch and snacks

Alyssa
Ladieswear and accessories

Thai Marina Restaurant
Authentic Thai cuisine

Indulgence
Fine Italian wine,
chocolates & gelato

Nero E Bianco
Exclusive ladies and menswear
Blue Water
Contemporary clothing

Butcher, Baker Farm Shop
An Aladdin’s cave of culinary
delights

John Partridge
Elegant country wear

Casa Home
Quality gifts and home items
for the discerning buyer

Gallery Three
An eclectic mix of fine art

The Mug Tug
Paint-a-pot on board a
narrowboat

Start & Tremayne
Designer leather goods
Parker Hall
Estate Agents

Red Carpet Cinema
& Café Bar
The latest movies and
special screenings

Focal point of interest in this
year’s Autumn Season at Start
& Tremayne is the Whistler
Tree selection of handbags and
purses made entirely from cork
– a perfect fit for the clumsy
boater!

The Apple Tree
Coffee Shop

The heart of
Staffordshire

As well as this innovative
designer, the shop is stocking
an extensive range from Gingko and Radley amongst other
well-known brands. Pictured is Radley’s Limited Edition
‘Driving Home for Christmas’ handbag..

NOTTINGHAM

Alton
Towers

A52

STOKE-ON-TRENT

RUB THAT LAMP!
An Aladdin’s Cave is how the Butcher,
Baker & Farm Shop describe itself, and
the range of speciality food and drink
from both established suppliers and
artisans should fulfil anybody’s wish.

21_0207 www.pecreative.co.uk

Apart from supplying the renowned
Packington Free Range turkeys and
cockerels, the staff will offer advice on
how to fill hampers to cater for all the
family on the Big Day.

DIARY
DATE!

Christmas Market on
the weekend of 4th
and 5th December!
10am to 4pm
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